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LESSONS FOR THE INTERNATIONAL WUAEFIT SRR
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To put the world rightin order, we must fist put e g2 ggga@FX & , SEARE ;| SAREE , %
nation in order; to put the nation in order, we mus e < s

first put the family in order; to put the family in order, FFRE BTREE  SHIERE | MERESE , StIE
we must first cultivate our personal life; we must first Hi'y,

set our hearts right.

- Confucius =

The prevailing scholar of the Hundred Schools of hERE FHEGERE  EFERNERSRE
Thought Era during the Spring and Autumn period of L .
Chinese history brought in his writings an expression TFIYIRIE 7 — R — — ExORFRE AR

of the wisdom that the order of nations derives from A, FFi&F : Ex2ZEtLiEFDEHZ O EF AR

the order of peoples and individuals. Confucius i ETAERE 308 2o ) SN
emphasised personal virtue, modesty and respect, &, RAISE , AMNEETR. HLUSIE

rather than adherence to rules, as lying at the heart AXBXENFR , BAFRBEERSIREFMNEEZ

of comity and accord between nations. | am starting BTSSR | RENEABEN RS HEE
this essay with that observation because | believe L -

that reflection upon so fundamental a principle might SE ( BMHFR EFZHEFRIMAIA ) IRE—E18
guide the United Nations, the world’s principal organ 3|,

of international diplomacy, in the profoundly troubled

yet also cautiously optimistic transformations and

confluences of the modern age.

The moderation observed in the diplomacy of the [EERYN R B F AT LR A+ 4 BEA b E
Zhou dynasty may be one reason why this was the e . N R
longest-reigning dynasty of the Chinese continent KHE TSN , 5 37 UEFHIAT 800

and ruled over a period in excess of 800 years ZE, EXMNMEEKNEARE , PAMBIANFEE

amidst some 37 emperors. Throughout this extended PR s o HSPATE EEEEOGHE 4
period, the spirit of the age embraced personal and PRI ERERER. X—AARTRERS 53R

political moderation and compromise. It took the FoTthl 221 FRREF—FE., WE  RBZERE

inception of the Period of the Warring States, NSt S A =t Q53R FEAE
concluding in 221BC when Qin Shi Huang unified MOPSTEFRAGIN , R EERRIIRIREE |

China, for this era to draw to a close. Thereafter the ERARMFIGENEGBBET AR, BETIERE

influence of legalistic diplomatic philosophers, 2 b, URESRNMESESEM ASTENEER,

amongst others the intellectual ideas of Shang Yang, . _ p— s .
emphasised the primacy of absolute rules of legal BREAA—K ;| RIS — M EIERTAERE

responsibility between citizen and ruler, and the BT A A AZIEZHAY,
importance of the organs of state focusing around

the individual leader. All citizens became as one;

hence it was observed as proper to punish a person

who knew of a crime but failed to inform the

government.
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The Qin Dynasty was of relatively short duration in
the context of the broad sweep of Chinese historical
standards. After a brief war, the Han Dynasty,
considered by many as the golden age of Chinese
history, swept to power for some four centuries
amidst propagation, for the most part, of a principle
of government that involved sharing power between
the Emperor as the principal of Han society and his
ministers and nobles based upon the principles of
modesty and personal self-order rather than
imposition of external legalism. The proper concepts
of harmonious division of governmental power
between different sources of authority could be
found by searching the soul and exercising the
virtues of respect and restraint. Confucianism
experienced a return to popularity during this period,
and contemporary economic development entailed
significant successes as evildoers towards the
Dynasty were repelled and repulsed.

This was also a period in which China extended its
diplomatic and commercial contacts with the rest of
the modern world, through the transit route that had
existed since time immemorial and would
subsequently come to be called the Silk Road. This
diplomatic tradition, that emphasised mutual respect
for cultural and political difference, blossomed after
the Roman conquest of Egypt in 30BC. Export of
Chinese silk to the Roman Empire rendered Han
coffers replete with precious metals, and diplomatic
traditions flourished accordingly and in the normal
way of things.

Nevertheless ultimately Zihuan (in power from 220 to

226), the first Emperor of Cao Wei in the Three

Kingdoms Period, overthrew the relative peace of the

Han Dynasty as three nations emerged competing
for control over the Chinese continent. Zihuan had

the wisdom to adopt Changwen’s Nine-Rank System

for the Civil Service, arguably the world’s first-ever
professionalisation of an administrative bureaucracy
notwithstanding the commotions of the era. After the
fall of Shu, Wei and Wu, and the end of the Three
Kingdoms period, China became further fragmented

as the period of the Six Dynasties continued. It was a

period of disunity and warfare, where the
philosophical principles of some Emperors’
predecessors and the styles of government their
enlightenment had embraced appeared to have
been immersed in the gores of war.

As always in the history of a complex, sophisticated

and civilised nation such as China, immersion did not

entail loss; the values that had become obscured

from view were destined to reemerge after some due {\MEEFTHIN.

time in the passage of history’s reflection. The Sui
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EFEEBRIHERKAT |, YRR ERERR
g, EENREE  XEBRAZATERE ENEE
B, EEFENI/ME LIRS RTEIE | INEHHT
SBETMIET REKEREZESEN DL
PTABRRNVAEL  MARINERBRINEERE

X, BEBHREMTHREENHRIERE | ERE
AERAFKIFEZ EFHED BN ORIERES. %
REEEX—RTHAE AT |, LR RRETR
TEXRELD , EAXERIEAZBHIKE SR,

Xt RPEETIEGRNEHERS ([FRIRALELZ
B ) RSN AESMIHEERRAIFC,  XAEE
HEEEXWHBLAEFAIINMIEFE L TTRI 30 5F
SOkER 28T, PEALAHNOZTEFE ,
NXEBEFEREAAERESRE , INERERNMLE
BHRANEIKE.

HRMREZ=ZERPHERFEEFTRLTEL (FF
f8) (220 F-226 F1EM ) HEE 7 INFIILRE , HM
TN ERGEEENFEAMNEE. RELTIES
RUBTX | EARBREE RGN T SRR BRFEEAIEIN |,
E 7 LRHPIES , XATLAREHR EE— TR
THERKS., 8. 8. R=EXT , ZErHES
e , PEEE/\SFNPNFENE—SoR. X2
— NI ERMEFHIRH | —LEFERIEZREN
it IR BT SBAFRIVAF S ERF Z F.

FEFEMAHEREARE L, eHRESER

K BEHERB—EREZE , FBLRMIERRY

58 (581 F-614 F ) 2— 1 EEHE

—LRHEENEFRE T R—hEREEHN. &
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Dynasty (581-614) was a short-lived attempt to
reunify China but again under philosophical
principles of some uncertainty. The result was more
unfruitful conflict. Nevertheless Chinese history

teaches us that sometimes turbulence is a necessary

precursor to stability and prosperity, and this is what

REELmANFR, A, FENHESFRE] , B
REER , BHZIZE20ARIEIE. MERIETHREE
TRA=FFRIRHHIEME, FEFARE , 2L
ZERRIFMD |, IRARBBFIIRK T ZRIRI T AL TEC!

emerged in the subsequent Tang Dynasty that lasted & , EIE#ICIERIARMEDNRIER KRS | (e

some three hundred years thereafter. Preservation
and reinvigoration of the prior system of civil service
professionalism during the Tang Dynasty was
reinforced by a period of cultural flourishing,
including what is arguably the first major proliferation
of woodblock printing and hence the consequent
promotion of literacy that entailed. Where the civil
servant learns the values with which he performs his
social duties from his own sense of personal
moderation and self-restraint, a society will surely
find itself managed upon more benign and
prosperous terms.

Ultimately however the Tang Dynasty, in parallels

with certain prior events in Chinese history, dissolved

into the perils of infighting and fragmentation,
resulting in the period of the Five Dynasties and Ten
Kingdoms. On this occasion disunity was a relatively
short-lived affair, and Yuanlang reunified China as
the first Emperor of the Song Dynasty in 960. The
Song Dynasty was an era of unity during which
China became a world leader in science and
technology presided over by an ethos once again
embodying personal moderation and balanced
relations between the state and the individual who
understood and respected his place in society which
likewise respected him.

The Yuan Dynasty that followed was also a period of
unity in Chinese history from the conquest by Kublai
Khan of China completed in 1279, but for all its
cultural developments it came to represent an
uncharacteristic period of unease between the Han
and Mongols and a source of regret for all civilised
peoples of the region. Ultimately Mongol rule was
overthrown through establishment of the rule of the
Hongwu Emperor in 1368 that initiated the Ming
Dynasty, during which the Forbidden City was
established and China was run under a centralised
and militarised system that one might characterise
as a renaissance of the legalism of Shang Yang.

By the sixteenth century, the Ming Dynasty found
itself compelled to engage with the perils of
European trade and the not always benign intentions
of those who would propagate it. This engendered
economic pressures, including a slowdown in
domestic production. Ultimately this resulted in the
overthrow of the Ming Dynasty by rebel leader Li
Zicheng in 1644 who in turn was ousted by the
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BT LFIHIERR. SRBARKENATHIE
HARBRPEIFTHESTENNMER |, {5
HALTEMZEZRAVRE.

FAM , EEARSERAIRE , RERMRIBLEEH |, i
ANTRIIMSH T BNTEREE. X—RED
SIFERJEERIRE | RPNE—UEFTARNERE
Al (Z7ThA ) F 960 FBRFE—FE. KRR
—HERR , HERHNFIA N ATHOTASERZ
ERFEXRBRET  TAER  SEASTEN
SEXEHE , FMTHEMRAHARZRARNTS
A.

MEERITTEAE R FERE E— 1M E—RIEME , 18T
1279 FRWRUER 7 HE , EEABHIMUARAR
TERXMIEZ B — AL ERTCEEFAERIRTH |
DRzt X e A RERIRIR. &REKGR
FEOMIER) , 1368 &F , RITEMNT , @MFF  F£5
AL, TELCHRIE] , RE T RE , FEERERIE
AR E NEXRNPRENNESHNRRE TIET.

BT+t |, BEREERSEUMHITRS . S
HEMEUNBRZRIA B LRI MNFERY, XIER TR

FED , BREEREFRRE. REXSET 1644
FREEX T B RAEREE |, MXE—FahH
#\EFEEE. XIRSEBFHNFR , —MaTIR
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Eight-Banner Armies just one year later. This BERISSE . NEWHEEE 1912 F£HRTEE, X2
heralded the inception of the Qing Dynasty, initiated . . . _

with the reign of the Shunzhi Emperor, and a period —IBURELR. ALY K. KSR  BREFEER
that lasted uninterrupted until 1912. This was an era FEHIHARH Y., XEBEPRFETRIEA. EFFHEN

of political continuity, expansion of territory, "L < P ——
economic development yet also of economic crisis. It ST GBI T = IR .

was also a period that found China in conflict with
European powers, and facing fiscal and
administrative reforms as the nation entered the
contemporary era.

At this juncture we must leave incomplete our RN RE TR R E =F S EH PR
modest narrative journey through some three e . R .

thousand years of Chinese history. This is &, ZRBN—MHEARIERMARBIAX AR
necessarily a humble account of the political and BH— N RESAR, FEBAYERFF— I HBSNAE
cultural development of a great continent and HEEARMER  EEShEAMIA | ESTHAR

sophisticated people. Yet one might consider it
necessary to delineate the contours of one or more REXFEAMALBANER. FEFENHEHE

dime_nsions of Chinese history in so humble away, a7 yERRIMIIESISRINET AR TS
precisely because there are many outside China who

are not familiar even with these elementary outlines E2HERRIBRIRHFEXNFEARTHENRESE |
of so great and his_torif:al a_continent. China hides  HETASIA FIXEE ST XL EBRIIN B HATZERNAAM]
within the folds of its rich history some of the most e _

extraordinary lessons for international diplomacy, BRIX ST

and the purpose of the short amount that remains of

this paper is to outline, with inordinate respect both

to the people and history of China and to those

others about whom this essay might be an imperfect

introduction to that subject, what some of those

lessons might be.

Firstly, the Confucian emphasis upon moderation in 4= (EsRigiEMN AFIERIT S 28R ESRFIINT
the self and in the state is a cardinal principle of

statesmanship and diplomacy. Where Chinese HERRN, EHRERSEL , ERX—RUAIETHARD
history has had regard to that principle, it has BEHATEHNREMNRSHARAHMAEE. £HAS
enjoyed periods of great flourishing and SLENANBU G A s e
achievement. Where its leaders have bickered and 5203 T T ZAIRIH , HEIRABERISREHIR
have been exposed as divided, the Chinese i#, FEREFkX , PEEENARXAIGEEEHH
continent has procured fewer of its rightful S URIERARSEREAZETEENIER
glories. The perpetuation of Chinese philosophy in ’Eé;z\iu_/\ N o N '
the culture of its people and structures of EREEX M EFNERFENEROXE &

governance, and the essential role this played in SHIRALE] 5.2 FaUTE,
understanding the relationship between the citizen

and the state, has been the key to the survival and
prosperity, over millennia, of an extraordinary nation
the achievements of which few if any others can
match.
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Seconaly, it is my belief thal whete such as now an gz, ik , IEERERITINER | BRI
international community has become divided, it takes N NN m
strong leaders, in the modes of generals rather than REA , LEARMAZHBRIERE T DR

secretaries, to reunify any divided geopolitical Mt ZSBUER L , FEFUEZEARZIERNFNE ,

divides and reinstall harmony amongst all people o N AL . vt NP
while doing so with due discretion and mutual RNFREESARGRRERSE | X —IESH
courtesy essential to all proper and cordial diplomatic RIFHINNRZXREXEFE. B 7 HEMBENMESH

relations. Such accomplishments have been M EMEERREYIEER | AR EERT). e
achievable, even in the face of discord, with the ' e

direction of wise and firm leadership. Chinese history FIFASE SR BRTPREERK , (BERAEULL :

teache;s u_? that somketir_r:gs C(I)nfltict is nteces_:atry, but BRI hEEYEIRNEE—FE , MEEEELL
never for its own sake: it is a last resort amids . N —
periods of the utmost strife, and more usually itis T AFHL AR RN, RfFRIER , B
possible to achieve war’s goals without war’s “ENREZAERNKMEAZE,

methods. In the words of Sun Tzu, “the supreme art

of war is to subdue the enemy without fighting”.

Thirdly, Chinese history tteaches us of th;a pe_:LIs otf == hENHYSERIINSE. BENEEmTT
engaging in new encounters or conquests without ~ _ ___ . _
cagtign,%eason and moderation. The aggression ~ ‘ABAERREBHZET. EXMFIENSHESAIIRIERZ

shown towards Chinese civilisation by European BT AMEKGAINEENBE , MYPEFEBEZRZ
interposers caused nothing but damage for both 4R e A e ST S b

sides, and engendered regression whereas at their BR9EL ST S FRSCAT LA = 5 RS BT
height, economic cooperation between China and
other nations could achieve such superlative goals
for all sides.

Fourthly, the emphasis from so early an era upon the g5pq  MiTHEEAITE( A AE. A+ ENET
professionalisation of an administrative bureaucracy

necessary to run any large nation, continent or HRAATEE AR RERATENBEERMER

collection of territories is something now taken for  HI¥HIAARIERALHA , RNIADMEERPEFHFEIC

granted by all civilised nations and international HEXREHNER. TEGAEEREAHAIER
1=K [=VANYY =lHYA pPIv/= '

institutions and it was a lesson we found first

promulgated in the annals of Chinese history. The — EAIANEE LW BRRERVIEHLEEZBMRIE

traditions of governance in China should teach us to (TXHESAIRE R NRTRARERLSN R
recall that it is where the principles of

professionalism are promoted most thoroughly as BFXERN  REARSSENFERRAG

elomants not just of discipling butt lkewise of Mo 2T S—RARARBIULMRRSE
ilosophical adherence that sound publi gy " e o e

gdminisp’:ration achieves the most; and in periods of SHEWREITS | WAREIRSTIZRFNAIALIER

abdication from those principles that governance RSN RIAERNZATR |, BRI FREEESTAN

might fall into the peril of achieving little of even o . T A N

pr(Scipitating harm. Nevertheless every civil servant B R BRI P RVEN | A =EINE

can and must act in accordance with the standards  BI4b5T.

of the utmost integrity, and those who carry the

privilege of service for the public good are bound by

the strictest of honesty and fealty, under

compunction of due sanction should they fail to

comply with the standards to which they have

undertaken to be bound by virtue of the process of

admission to the professional ranks to which they

have subjected themselves.
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| make these observations because | care about the BiEHXEENEEAREOSRETERNSHEY
world’s foremost organ of multilateralism, the United . o .
Nations Organisation, and | believe that Chinese W — —BRSEAR. HiAH  STESMEBIERES

history, and the contemporary Chinese nation, have EHoJUINMNPEBFIILNRKPEREFERZESZ.,. G

so much to teach an international public -~ S N AR A PPN
administration such as the United Nations still in its IMFNER 2 BHIR NSRBI R RRIRR T

relative infancy. All diplomacy and relations between #17. REWSR , (BEHNINIZAE—TMCIEERLL

nations should be undertaken within the exigencies SINSE, EAENRELREIMERNIX—FFSiES
of moderation and self-discipline in mind. War and ’

division should be avoided at all costs, although not ST ERE R R AIENEE | ST ERE 2R
shirked from where strictly necessary. The United ARIR(EHEET,

Nations must embrace a philosophy that populates

the culture of all its civil servants, if it is to function

with the restrained embrace that characterises all

wise diplomacy.

The shadow of war is more than enough for those in g PTRERSEERIRIAIIRY . IBRARK | UL
e midst of potential confrontation generally to ) R . o s
resolve their differences. Professionalism in the UN LHEMNBERRDI, RKREEEFEILPIL LS

bureaucracy will assist that organisation in achieving JE#EZABRMERRELEFENBR , XTSRS
the goals common to its member states, and the . b s T4z

philosophy inherent in that professionalism should FRERRIEFRIZ S T ERAEIMREAGH |
serve to defuse, not aggravate, crises when they ARG, FNRRBEAEURREHENFRE

arise. New security dilemmas should not be reacted HEFL, I HAEEREHNREE  RERUA
to with the temper of passion or heat. Where chaos ° e

prevails, strong leaders are required; and then a M BPENRZEHIRE.
return to moderation must be promptly subsequently
embraced.

| believe that modern history lies at precisely such a g3\ SHIAFIELM T IXAERIRTZ, B 1AZAEEL AT
juncture. Should we persist with the current inchoate

temperament amidst a period of chaos, then it would B ERIARREE , HBEFTE—THLIM
be my view that we will surely need a global leader £Ik{MEFIIINAES , AT RELHIRERKE. By

and diplomat of strength, who may serve to restore N N .
&R ~ =] ZHYEA
order amidst chaos. And he too has the wisdom to RABIN | ARRBRERRSF | BEXEHE S

ensure that restoration of order is not a mere end in FIEERFNE , URTERNHEFHLRE.
itself but also a precursor to the global harmony and

the common cultural and economic development of

which we all stand so much need in these complex

times.

+++ +++
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